
Non-profit  
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Kansas City, KS 
Permit No. 29

Please Recycle

A Newsletter from KVC Health Systems, Inc.

21350 West 153rd Street 
Olathe, Kansas 66061
www.kvc.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

KVC Matters
Fall 2014

Winning Together in 
Washington, D.C.

Save the Date
Visit www.kvc.org/events for  
details on these events and others.

National Adoption Month
November 2014
Courthouses Nationwide

#GivingTuesday
December 2, 2014
Online at kvc.org

Social Workers Month
January 2015

Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 2015

National Foster Care Month
May 2015

3 Thousands of Kentucky’s 
Newly Insured Turn to KVC 5 Families Connect to Vital 

Support using KVC MyLink 10 #NeverStopCaring About 
Youth in Foster Care

The Gala on Fire
More than 500 people gathered 
at The Gala on Fire 2014, an 
event that benefits children and 
families served by KVC. The 
Gala was held at the Historic 
Firestone Building located in 
Kansas City, Mo. Guests enjoyed 
decadent food and drink, a 
unique auction, performances 
from MoonDrop Circus, artistic 
masterpieces created live by Allan Chow and Rebecca Pashia, and 
danceable music from Atlantic Express.

Lead sponsors for the event included VanBrock, Bank of Blue Valley, 
Garmin, Anthem Media, the Darol Rodrock Foundation, Holmes Murphy, 

IMA and JE Dunn. 
A team of women 
from VanBrock, led 
by owner Bonne Illig, 
chaired the event. 
Thanks to all who 
sponsored, attended, 
donated and made 
The Gala an  
incredible success!

D.C. Child Welfare Director Brenda Donald, student LaToya Cromwell and 
KVC’s Sandra Gasca-Gonzalez. Read about the partnership’s results on pg. 8.



KVC MISSION: 
To enrich and enhance the lives of children and 
families by providing medical and behavioral 
healthcare, social services and education.

Dear Friends of KVC,

Did you know that more than half of children who enter 
foster care are eventually safely reintegrated with their birth 
families? Our staff members find immense joy in supporting 
parents on their journey to improve themselves and bring 
their children safely back home. 

As you’ll see in our Washington, D.C. cover story (pg. 8), 
we’re helping families reintegrate faster — D.C. children who 
used to average 48-60 months in foster care are now back home after only 
13 months! We’re also helping the country of Singapore reduce its reliance 
on orphanages by moving toward community-based care such as foster 
families (pg. 3). Both of these systemic shifts represent best practices 
which are known to be better for children.

Unfortunately, some children cannot return to their original home because 
it is not safe. Many of these children rely on KVC to match them with an 
adoptive family that will give them the love and care they deserve. Last 
year, we had the privilege of matching 494 children with adoptive families!

Yet the needs remain great. Here are some of the ways we are working  
to find more adoptive families:

• Online Profiles with Video. We recently launched the adoption section 
of our website at http://adoption.kvc.org. You can search profiles of 
children and watch short videos to learn what they want in a family. 

• Social Media. We share videos of children waiting to be adopted on the 
KVC Health Systems and KVC Kansas Facebook pages (as well as the 
YouTube page KVCKids). We rely on you to help us get the word out to 
your circle of influence. Sharing our posts is a simple yet powerful way 
you can advocate for children. 

• Interactive Adoption Center. Our new Institute for  
Practice Improvement and Innovations in Child 
and Family Services, opening in 2015, will 
include an Interactive Adoption Center. This 
home base for adoption innovation will focus 
on developing new ways of using technology 
to match children with families.

Whether a child’s path leads toward reintegration 
or adoption, our goal is to ensure that he/she 
is safe, part of a permanent family and has the 
support needed to experience wellbeing long  
into adulthood. Thank you for the part you  
play in helping KVC achieve this mission.

Sincerely,

B. Wayne Sims 
President and CEO

B. Wayne Sims 
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Young Man Encourages Others to Never Give Up

This story was shared on our website during September, which is Suicide Prevention Month.

Taylor is a young man whose world was shattered 
after his mother was deported and he found out that 
the person he thought was his father was not. He was 
experiencing depression and thoughts of suicide. He 
sought treatment from KVC Prairie Ridge children’s 
psychiatric hospital. 

Caring KVC professionals treated Taylor while he 
was in one of our Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Facilities. Taylor met his treatment goals, learned 
emotional regulation skills and adopted a support 
system. He completed the program with flying colors! 
KVC helped Taylor find a family friend to stay with 
until graduation (which is called a kinship placement 
— someone in his support network). KVC also helped 
Taylor learn skills for independent living.

After he left KVC, Taylor stayed in communication 
with his therapist throughout his senior year. He 
shared his happiness, his accomplishments and his 
struggles. But most importantly, he reached out when 
his depression resurfaced. Taylor used his support 
team throughout his senior year. They offered him 
words of encouragement and provided a listening ear.

In early 2013, Taylor celebrated his 18th birthday. He 
sent a message to this therapist that read, “Today 
is my birthday. I’m finally an adult! I wanted to say 
THANK YOU for all that you did for me while I was at 

my darkest moment. Without 
you as my therapist and my 
biggest supporter, I wouldn’t 
have been able to celebrate  
this day.” 

In May 2013, Taylor graduated 
from high school. Today, Taylor 
attends Johnson County 
Community College majoring in psychology. Taylor’s 
advice to others is:

“Never give up; pain is only temporary.  
KVC helped me look at life in a better perspective.  
I didn’t want to go initially, but I know it bettered  
my life.” He added, “In that moment, things may 
be really hard, but you can come out of it and be 

successful, instead of letting it defeat you.”

Taylor’s story is one of perseverance and success. 
It also shows different teams within KVC working 
together to give him the skills and support needed 
to succeed. Taylor wants his message to help other 
youth in a similar situation.

If you know a child or young adult struggling with 
depression or experiencing thoughts of self-harm, 
contact us at 1-866-KVC-CARES (582-2273).

Kansas City Royals, KCP&L Partner with KVC  
to Support Children in Foster Care

The Kansas City Royals made it 
all the way to game seven of the 
World Series! The 2014 season kept 
us on the edge of our seats and 
the players inspired us. One player 
in particular lent his star power to 
raise awareness of the need for 
foster parents and inspired others 
to help children in need.

This past year, KVC partnered with 
the Royals, KCP&L and pitcher 
James Shields to offer a support 
program for children in foster care 
and their families. During the 2014 
season, Shields hosted 250 children 
and families at five Royals home 
games at Kauffman Stadium. Fans 
in the Big Game James Section got 

to meet Shields before the game, 
received a t-shirt and enjoyed pizza 
during the game.

“This is a cause that is near and 
dear to my heart,” said Shields.  
“My wife and I started working  
with foster children when I was  
with the Rays, and I’m excited  
to continue with the Royals 
and KCP&L. Spending a 
day out at the ballpark is 
a great family activity, and 
I hope this program helps 
bring foster kids and families 
closer together as we try to 
find permanent homes for 
these children.”

Shields also teamed up with 
University of Kansas head coach 
Bill Self to film a public service 
announcement for KVC, educating 
the public about the need for 
foster parents. Fans can catch 
the commercial at YouTube.com/
KVCkids.
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Singapore Learns from KVC’s Journey  
Toward Community-Based Care  

The country of Singapore in Southeast Asia is a sovereign 
city-state with nearly 5.5 million people. Among those 
millions are 1,200 children and adolescents who are in the 
government’s care due to abuse, neglect, abandonment  
or the loss or incarceration of their parents. 

Currently, 70% of these children are placed in congregate 
residential homes such as orphanages, yet research shows 
that children grow better in the context of a family. For that 
reason, Singapore recently turned to KVC to learn how to 
make the transition from congregate care to community-
based care, such as foster families. KVC’s expertise on this 
topic comes from its history in Kansas, where it helped 
reduce the congregate care rate from 30% in 1996 to  
less than 4% today.

KVC Health Systems 
President and CEO  
B. Wayne Sims 
presented at the Singapore Ministry of Social and Family Development’s 
conference, “Expanding Horizons for Children in Care,” held in October 2014. 
More than 500 attendees heard an opening plenary session from Sims on 
KVC’s evolution from congregate care to providing a diverse continuum of 
care. The second plenary session, from KVC’s Kelly McCauley and NYU’s Dr. 
Adam Brown, centered on trauma-informed care for vulnerable children. 
Trauma Systems Therapy (TST) is another focus area for the Ministry, as 
understanding and treating trauma is critical to a child’s long-term wellbeing.

Sims and KVC’s Chief Operations Officer Anne Roberts held break-out 
sessions with Ministry and provider groups throughout the week. McCauley 
and Brown provided direct training in TST over a three-week period. To 
support the culture shift needed to achieve this new vision, Singapore has 
engaged KVC for a 15-month consulting contract aimed at transforming the 
out-of-home care landscape to include family/community-based care and 
specialized treatment services while being outcomes-driven.

Thousands of Kentucky’s Newly Insured Turn to KVC

KVC is at the forefront of healthcare reform in Kentucky. The state has created the nation’s second largest reduction 
in the percentage of uninsured people — from 20.4% to just 11.9%. This increase in access, along with new rules 
about who can provide behavioral healthcare and new funding for teen substance abuse treatment, means that 
thousands of newly insured people in the state are turning to KVC.

One of the greatest benefits is that those struggling with depression, 
anxiety, trauma and substance abuse problems can receive behavioral 
healthcare services from KVC in their own home, rather than traveling to 
a community mental health center.

“We’ve always been the largest in-home service provider in Kentucky,” 
said Elizabeth Croney, President of KVC Kentucky. “For years we have 
demonstrated that our model works with children, and we want to 
expand the model to help adults… Now we can integrate KVC services 
in such a way that our families will experience the important gains that 
come with continuation of care.” Learn more at kentucky.kvc.org/blog.

#NeverStopCaring Initiative Aims to Help Youth  
Aging Out of Foster Care

Nationally, nearly 30,000 young adults age out of 
foster care each year. These youth are victims of abuse 
or neglect who could not be safely reintegrated with 
their birth families and were not adopted. With no 
family or home to turn to, these youth are at high risk 
of becoming homeless, unemployed, incarcerated, 
victimized, unexpectedly pregnant, and on welfare.

KVC has launched the national #NeverStopCaring 
initiative to bring awareness to this national crisis 
and propose one very promising solution: the 
creation of a specialized career college that will 
give these youth the hands-on vocational training 
and other support they need to transition to 
adulthood. A closing naval base in West Virginia 
is the ideal facility for this national model of how 
to help youth aging out of foster care. 

Visit www.kvc.org/sgc to learn more and add your voice of support.

KVC Nebraska Leaders Named Center for  
Juvenile Justice Reform Fellows

Jodie Austin, President of KVC Nebraska, and Theresa 
Goley, Service Area Director for KVC Nebraska, were 
recently selected as new members of the Center for 
Juvenile Justice Reform (CJJR) Fellows Network based 
on the approval of their capstone project. CJJR is a 
program of Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.

The KVC Nebraska team’s capstone project is focused 
on decreasing the number of youth entering detention 
and congregate care settings, as well as maintaining 
or decreasing the youth recidivism rate. The team is 

accomplishing 
this by 
implementing 
KVC’s unique Safe 
& Connected™ model, including a trauma screen and a 
full array of trauma-informed interventions.

“By promoting trauma-informed care, this capstone 
project has great potential to benefit youth served by 
KVC Nebraska,” said Shay Bilchik, Director of CJJR. 
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Jodie Austin Theresa Goley

KVC Hospitals Leaders Present at Suicide Prevention Conference

In September, at the request of the Kansas Youth Suicide Prevention Project, KVC 
Hospitals leaders James Roberson, LMSW; Kim O’Connor-Soule, LSCSW; and Derrick 
Hurst, LMSW, shared innovative practices to reduce suicide in children and teens 
at the annual Kansas Youth Suicide Prevention Conference. The trio presented the 
Emotion Regulation Development Tools, created by KVC, which are designed to expand 
traditional coping strategies to be more preventative, engaging and developmentally 
appropriate. The audience, including educators, first responders, parents, patient 
advocates and other child service providers, received tools that can be integrated 
into their work with children to enhance protective factors that address feelings and 
thoughts of suicide. 

KVC President and CEO B. Wayne Sims presents plenary session  
at Singapore conference.

Singapore’s Lee Kim Hua presents KVC’s  
Kelly McCauley with a gift of appreciation  
after her presentation on childhood trauma.

(L-R) O’Connor-Soule,  
Roberson and Hurst



Meet the Children Waiting to be Adopted

These children are seeking a forever family through adoption. To learn more, call 888-655-5500 or  
email adoptionspecialist@kvc.org. View more child profiles online at adoption.kvc.org. 

ANGEL (15) 
Angel is an outgoing girl 
who loves to roller-skate, 
dance and play video 
games. She is great at 
cooking and reading, and 
likes to just hang out with 
friends. Angel is a healthy 

eater, as her favorite foods include salad, raw carrots 
and coleslaw. Angel will benefit from a family that can 
be patient yet structured, and supportive of necessary 
services to ensure she meets her full potential. Due to 
past experiences, Angel is continuing to work through 
feelings and learning to cope with difficult emotions. 
She gets along well with adults and is able to express 
her needs and concerns. If Angel could choose 
anything about her forever family, it would be that they 
love her!

CHRISTOPHER (12)
Chris loves to play sports. He 
is proud that he makes good 
grades and works hard at his 
chores. Art and PE are his 
favorite classes. Chris would like 
to become an artist someday. 
He has worked very hard and 
has made great progress in 

managing his emotions. Chris has also made significant 
progress in his interactions with adults. He responds 
well to parenting that is done in a calm, clear way. Chris 
would like a forever family that is active and willing to 
support him at school. 

KENYA (7)
Kenya likes doing puzzles, 
gardening and creating art. She 
enjoys anything she can do to 
create order, like cleaning or 
putting things away. She is working 
on perfecting her basketball skills! 

Kenya is bright and reading well above her grade level. 
She takes her education seriously, and has services 
in place to help her reach her full potential. She can 
be shy when first meeting others and will need time 
to become comfortable with her surroundings. Her 
forever family will need to help her in the transition. 
Kenya’s forever family will need to have high structure 
and supervision and provide her with the nurturing and 
patience she needs to succeed. She would benefit from 
her siblings being older and remaining connected to 
her supportive services. 

DOMINICK (9)
Dominick likes playing games 
on the computer. He likes 
school and loves to learn and 
play independently. Dominick 
shows pride in the things he 
does and is making progress in 
subjects at school. He needs a 

loving and nurturing family that is patient, calm and 
structured. They need to show him consistency along 
with calm directions while making sure he understands 
what is being asked. He does best in a quieter home 
with only one or two children so that he gets the 
attention he needs to feel secure and bonded to the 
family. Dominick needs a family that is familiar with the 
community and educational services available for him.

Make Holidays Bright for  
Children in Foster Care

For thousands of children in foster care, living 
away from home during the holidays can be 
an unsure time. Kids may wonder “will Santa 
find me?” or “will I have gifts to open?”

KVC is reaching out to individuals, families and the business community to 
donate gifts to children this holiday season. Participants who sign up are 
given the option to sponsor one or several children. They receive the child’s  
wish list along with his or her age, then purchase the gifts and drop them 
off at KVC offices. Sign up to provide a gift for a child by contacting Jackie 
Harwig at jharwig@kvc.org. 

United Way Funds KVC Academy to 
Improve Education Outcomes

For the fourth year in a row, KVC Prairie 
Ridge Hospital received funding from the 
United Way of Wyandotte County for the 
KVC Academy. As an accredited on-site 
school, KVC Academy provides learning 
opportunities to youth who reside at KVC 
Prairie Ridge Hospital while receiving 
psychiatric treatment. The specialized 
curriculum allows youth residents to earn 
credits while in treatment, preventing any 

educational regression. The funding helps KVC Academy teach students 
skills which will increase employability, as well as social skills which the 
student can bring back to their home classroom upon leaving KVC Prairie 
Ridge. KVC Academy provides a unique learning environment which 
maximizes learning for each individual student, while providing a safe and 
therapeutic atmosphere for students to continue to grow. The funding 
received from the United Way also helps KVC Academy continue to assist 
children in their educational transition by providing thorough student 
records and reporting to the transition school. 

Thank You for Preparing Children for School

As children headed back to school this fall, they were wearing brand 
new backpacks filled with new crayons, pencils, markers, paper and 
binders. It takes a lot of work to get one child ready for a new school 
year, but it is a community-wide labor of love to get every child KVC 
supports in foster families ready to go back to school. KVC is very 
grateful for the middle school student who used her allowance to buy 
new school supplies; the young adult who was in foster care seven 
years ago who filled four sacks with paper, pencils and crayons; and 
to every individual, family, church, company, Scout Troop and civic 
organization who together made new school supplies a reality for 
more than 5,000 children in foster care.
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KVC Hospitals 
Medical Director 
Receives Honor

Dr. Vishal 
Adma, KVC 
Hospitals’ 
Medical 
Director, 
received an 
honorary 
designation 
by the 
American 
Psychiatric 
Association 
(APA) as a 

Distinguished Fellow in 2014. This 
designation is the highest honor 
made by the APA and is awarded 
to outstanding psychiatrists who 
have made significant contributions 
to the field of psychiatry and 
demonstrated clinical excellence. 
Dr. Adma leads a team of award-
winning and expert physicians to 
provide preeminent psychiatric 
services for children and 
adolescents. KVC’s expert medical 
team includes Dr. Jyotsna Adma, a 
board-certified child psychiatrist; 
board-certified psychiatrists Dr. 
Raghu Reddy and Dr. Emmanuel 
Okeke and Dr. Hibba Haider, a 
board-certified pediatrician. 

Volleyball Tournament Sets Up Funds  
for Children in Foster Care

Spike’s Beach Bar & Grill in Lincoln, Neb. hosted 
the first annual volleyball tournament fundraiser 
for KVC Nebraska on May 31. Seven teams, made 
up of at least six players each, participated in 
the event. It was a fun event that brought people 
together to increase awareness of the need for 
foster families. Participants were from other 
agencies, contractors, foster families, friends and 
family of staff, and other community groups. The 
money raised provided school supplies and other 
needed items for youth in foster care.

Dr. Jyotsna Adma

Dr. Emmanuel Okeke

Dr. Raghu Reddy

Dr. Hibba Haider



KVC leaders and partners grabbed their shovels for the groundbreaking ceremony. 
See names and more photos at www.facebook.com/KVCHealthSystems
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Families Connect to Vital Support Using KVC MyLink

KVC is rolling out its MyLink 
program, a federally-funded 
initiative that equips children in 
foster care and their foster families 
with secure video conferencing on 
a tablet. This project marks the first 
time that such technology has been 
widely used with children in foster 
care and children/adults receiving 
mental/behavioral healthcare 
support through Medicaid. The 
program’s goal is to increase access 
to services and the quality of 
services, especially in rural areas. 

KVC’s West Virginia team has been 
piloting MyLink with two groups of 
foster parents since August. Robin 
Cremeans, pilot project leader, 
said, “All of the foster parents are 
very enthusiastic and eager to do 
more conferencing and also to get 
the educational apps installed on 
the iPads. Case managers report 

that the technology is easy to 
use, beneficial and enjoyable. The 
kids really open up and engage 
well during video conferences and 
get excited about the technology 
aspect.”

With KVC’s new high-performance 
video conferencing platform, Vidyo, 
fully configured and ready for 
widespread use, KVC is expanding 
the initial projects into a total of 
160 foster homes serving 300+ 
children. 

While MyLink rolls 
out on the  
East coast, KVC 
has submitted 
grant proposals 
to the USDA 
Rural Utilities 
Service to expand 
the program 
into Kansas and 

Nebraska. We are very encouraged 
by the early response, and hope to 
expand this program into all of our 
foster families. This will raise the bar 
for providing innovative, effective 
foster care and behavioral health 
services.

Construction Begins on New Child & Family Institute

In late May, KVC held a groundbreaking ceremony 
for its new Institute for Practice Improvement 
and Innovations in Child and Family Services. The 
Institute will adjoin KVC’s headquarters in Olathe, 
Kan., and include a high-tech Interactive Adoption 
Center to help more children in foster care find their 
forever family.

KVC is responsible for thousands of children 
in foster care across the U.S., and has gained 
international attention for using evidence-based 
practices to improve outcomes.

The new Institute will allow KVC to propel proven 
approaches into direct service, taking them to 
scale much more quickly than currently occurs, to 
the benefit of tens of thousands of children and 
families each year. 

Major donors for the Building Families capital campaign, which is resulting in the new Institute, include the Ball 
Family, Mabee Foundation, Hall Family Foundation, Sunderland Foundation, Kelly Family Foundation, Regnier 
Family Foundation, Dunn Family Foundation, Garmin International, and the Goppert Foundation. Speakers at the 
groundbreaking ceremony included B. Wayne Sims, President and CEO of KVC Health Systems, Inc.; David Ball, 
President of Ball’s Food Stores and Chair of the KVC Health Systems Board of Directors; Mayor Michael Copeland of 
the City of Olathe, Kan.; and Tim McKee of the Olathe Chamber of Commerce. Learn more at www.kvc.org/institute. 

Two Golf Tournaments Raise 
Record Amount of Funds

KVC Nebraska held its 2nd 
Annual KVC Kids Classic Golf 
Tournament at Thornridge 
Golf Course in Milford, Neb. 
on September 5. Eighteen 
teams participated in raising 
over $12,000 in cash and 

donations for the event. People from local businesses 
and community organizations along with friends and 
family of staff came together to help raise money for 
youth activities at 
KVC’s 2015 Resource 
Family Conference. 

Record funds 
were also raised at 
the National Golf 
Club in Parkville, 
Mo. on August 4, 
representing the 14th 
Annual KVC Kids 
Classic in the Kansas 
City area. Thanks to 
Chairs Susan and Scott Asner, sponsors, golfers and 
volunteers, $87,522 was raised to enrich and enhance 
the lives of children and families that KVC serves. 

Enter the Swing into  
the Holidays Contest

Want to give children hope for the holidays while also 
getting a chance to win a play set? Each year, KVC 
seeks to provide holiday gifts to thousands of children 
in foster care. While you can purchase a gift on a child’s 
wish list (see pg. 9), you can also simply make a cash 
donation and leave the shopping and wrapping to us.

If you’re in the Kansas area (or willing to drive there!), 
make a donation and you’ll be entered to win this 
incredible play set from Leisure Time Products. 

Suggested 
donation is  
$2 for 1 ticket; 
$5 for 3 
tickets; $10 
for 10 tickets, 
and $20 for 
25 tickets.

For tickets, 
contact Jerri 
Williams at 

jjwilliams@kvc.org or (913) 956-5307. You can also 
buy them online at http://kansas.kvc.org. Tickets 
available through November 30. Winner announced on 
December 14, 2014.

Winning Together in Washington, D.C. 

The District of Columbia’s child welfare system has had significant challenges over the last 25 years. While reform 
began a decade ago, progress accelerated rapidly in 2012 under the leadership of Director Brenda Donald. The 
D.C. Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) and local child-serving community developed and rallied around a 
strategic agenda known as the Four Pillars, a bold offensive to improve outcomes for children, youth and families. 

As part of the Four Pillars drive for better outcomes, CFSA initiated a partnership with KVC to build research-
supported child welfare best practices into the agency’s infrastructure. KVC Executive Vice President Sandra  
Gasca-Gonzalez led the consulting effort. KVC brought best practices that enabled teams to share information 
quickly, think critically and make the best decisions with children and families. Ultimately, CFSA created a culture 
shift with heightened urgency on behalf of children. In two years, the agency:

• Reduced the number of children removed from their homes  
each month by 47%

• Shortened the time children spend in foster care from  
an average of 48-60 months to just 13 months 

• Increased by one-third the number of children staying with relatives 

• Kept more children close to home, increasing the number of children 
supported by a D.C. foster family from an average of 43% to 65%

• Reduced by two-thirds the number of children changing  
foster homes each month

• Trained thousands of staff and caregivers in Trauma Systems 
Therapy to better support children Washington, D.C. children and teens join 

Donald and Gasca-Gonzalez.



Croney Named to  
Social Work Hall of Fame

The University of Kentucky’s College of Social 
Work recently inducted Elizabeth Croney, MSW, 
LCSW, President of KVC Kentucky, into its Hall of 
Fame. Under Croney’s leadership, KVC serves over 
10,000 Kentucky children and adults each year 
with in-home behavioral healthcare, foster care 
and other family-related services.

Croney began her career working in alcohol abuse 
and mental health programs, and in 1989, she was 
appointed as the first director of Stoner Creek Centre, 
an inpatient psychiatric unit for children and adults. 
Croney established a private practice in Bourbon 

County in 1990, where she worked extensively with children and families.

In 1999, she formed Croney & Clark, a private corporation serving three 
rural counties, and developed it into an agency providing services in 
metropolitan Fayette County and 16 surrounding counties. Croney & Clark 
delivered wrap-around behavioral health and community-based services 
to children and families identified by the Kentucky Department of Mental 
Health as needing intensive services. 

KVC Kentucky began when KVC acquired Croney & Clark in 2009 and 
appointed Croney president of Kentucky operations. In 2012, KVC was 
awarded eight Kentucky Intensive In-Home and Family Preservation 
contracts. This meant more than doubling the size of the operation.  
In 2009, Croney received Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky’s “Champion  
for Children” Award.

Learn more about Croney’s background and this distinctive honor at 
kentucky.kvc.org/blog. 

KVC Awarded $2M Youth  
Substance Abuse Treatment Grant 

KVC Kentucky was recently awarded $2,032,998 
from the KY Kids Recovery program which 
exists to expand substance abuse treatment for 
teens in every region of Kentucky. One in eight 
Kentucky teenagers is affected by substance 
abuse, and KVC is eager to put this grant to work 
to benefit teenagers who struggle with substance 
abuse disorders. 

“This KY Kids Recovery grant allows us to provide 
evidence-based services that are proven through 
research to be effective, so we know they will 
make a difference for Kentucky youth and their 
families,” said Elizabeth Croney, President of 
KVC Kentucky. “This grant also enables us to 
accomplish significant workforce development 
through training professionals for intensive work 
with teens and families. This grant will have 
impacts for decades to come.”

Electronic Health 
Records Improve 
Treatment, 
Coordination

Last year, KVC Hospitals partnered 
with Netsmart Technologies, 
the leading behavioral health 
technology firm in the country, to 
begin the transition to an electronic 
health information system. The 
fully integrated electronic health 
record (EHR) provides clinicians 
with critical information using the 
click of a button, enhances care by 
synchronizing process flows and 
optimizing clinical information, 
and has enhanced KVC’s children’s 
psychiatric hospitals’ outcomes 
monitoring to ensure each family’s 
treatment experience is effective 
and meaningful. Future initiatives 
include enhanced care through 
the use of mobile applications, 
improved care coordination 
through data exchange with other 
care providers, and enriched 
consumer engagement through  
the use of a consumer portal.

Stay Connected 
with KVC

We hang out at the same online 
locations as you! Join us to get the 
latest updates, inspiring stories and 
helpful articles.

Facebook @KVC Health Systems 
 @KVC Kansas 
 @KVC Kentucky 
 @KVC Nebraska 
 @KVC Prairie Ridge Hospital 
 @KVC Wheatland Hospital 
 @KVC West Virginia

Twitter @KVCkids

LinkedIn @KVC Health Systems

Instagram @KVCkids

YouTube @KVCkids

Ride ‘n Raffle  
Revs Up Support 
for Children

KVC held its Fourth Annual Ride ‘n 
Raffle on September 20 in Ripley, 
W.Va. The Ride ‘n Raffle benefits 
children in foster care. KVC is the 
largest private foster care provider 
in West Virginia, serving more than 
600 children each year.

The motorcycle riders left from 
four different areas in the state. 
Along the way, they purchased 
raffle tickets for a chance to win 
amazing prizes donated by more 
than 100 businesses and individuals. 
At the end of the ride, everyone 
congregated at Cedar Lakes to enjoy 
more raffles, music and barbecue 
prepared by Triple A Farms.

The event was a wonderful 
grassroots initiative that increased 
community awareness about 
the needs of children who have 
experienced abuse or neglect. In 
total, we had 93 bikes carrying 138 
riders, and raised thousands of 
dollars for children served by KVC 
foster families.

76

Foster Families and Others Receive 
Training at Annual Conference

More than 1,500 children and parents 
participated in KVC’s 16th Annual 
Resource Family Conference (RFC). 
The event was held April 25-26  
in three locations connected via  
video — Overland Park, Kan.; Omaha, 
Neb. and Daniels, W.Va. Resource 
families, a term which includes foster, 
adoptive and biological parents, 
received one-of-a-kind training on 

handling behavior challenges, repairing the effects of stress and trauma, 
and transition planning into adulthood, while children enjoyed fun activities 
like games, bouncy houses and talent shows.

Country music artist and keynote speaker Jimmy Wayne shared stories 
from his troubled childhood that included a mother in prison, years of 
going in and out of the foster care system and time in a juvenile detention 
center. His stories and music inspired adults about the tremendous impact 
they are making in the life of a child and inspired children to dream big and 
believe in themselves.

“The Resource Family Conference is 
something that many of the children 
in foster care look forward to all year 
long,” said B. Wayne Sims, President 
and CEO of KVC Health Systems. 
“We’re proud to be able to provide 
this benefit to our foster families, 
and it simply wouldn’t be possible 
without the businesses, families and 
individuals who support KVC’s events 
including The Gala.”

Volunteer Makes Birthdays Special  
at Hospital

Shivani Lokre started volunteering at KVC Prairie 
Ridge children’s psychiatric hospital in December 
2013. Lokre believes birthdays are happy occasions, 
shared with loved ones including family and friends. 
But for some children, birthdays can be a painful 
reminder of the family with whom they no longer live. 

Since January, Lokre has celebrated 25 kids’ 
birthdays at KVC. She contacts the families to 
include them in the celebrations, then purchases  
the decorations, presents and snacks. 

“Coming to KVC to celebrate kids’ birthdays is an 
opportunity to help a child feel special and loved,” said Lokre. “Having 
birthdays forgotten is especially difficult given the level of challenges and 
losses these children have experienced already. I just want to spread some 
joy and bring smiles to these kids’ faces.” 

KVC Health Systems  
President/CEO B. Wayne Sims 
and CFO Paul Klayder accept 
the grant funds that will help 
youth overcome substance 
abuse disorders.

Elizabeth Croney

Shivani Lokre
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KVC leaders and partners grabbed their shovels for the groundbreaking ceremony. 
See names and more photos at www.facebook.com/KVCHealthSystems
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Families Connect to Vital Support Using KVC MyLink

KVC is rolling out its MyLink 
program, a federally-funded 
initiative that equips children in 
foster care and their foster families 
with secure video conferencing on 
a tablet. This project marks the first 
time that such technology has been 
widely used with children in foster 
care and children/adults receiving 
mental/behavioral healthcare 
support through Medicaid. The 
program’s goal is to increase access 
to services and the quality of 
services, especially in rural areas. 

KVC’s West Virginia team has been 
piloting MyLink with two groups of 
foster parents since August. Robin 
Cremeans, pilot project leader, 
said, “All of the foster parents are 
very enthusiastic and eager to do 
more conferencing and also to get 
the educational apps installed on 
the iPads. Case managers report 

that the technology is easy to 
use, beneficial and enjoyable. The 
kids really open up and engage 
well during video conferences and 
get excited about the technology 
aspect.”

With KVC’s new high-performance 
video conferencing platform, Vidyo, 
fully configured and ready for 
widespread use, KVC is expanding 
the initial projects into a total of 
160 foster homes serving 300+ 
children. 

While MyLink rolls 
out on the  
East coast, KVC 
has submitted 
grant proposals 
to the USDA 
Rural Utilities 
Service to expand 
the program 
into Kansas and 

Nebraska. We are very encouraged 
by the early response, and hope to 
expand this program into all of our 
foster families. This will raise the bar 
for providing innovative, effective 
foster care and behavioral health 
services.

Construction Begins on New Child & Family Institute

In late May, KVC held a groundbreaking ceremony 
for its new Institute for Practice Improvement 
and Innovations in Child and Family Services. The 
Institute will adjoin KVC’s headquarters in Olathe, 
Kan., and include a high-tech Interactive Adoption 
Center to help more children in foster care find their 
forever family.

KVC is responsible for thousands of children 
in foster care across the U.S., and has gained 
international attention for using evidence-based 
practices to improve outcomes.

The new Institute will allow KVC to propel proven 
approaches into direct service, taking them to 
scale much more quickly than currently occurs, to 
the benefit of tens of thousands of children and 
families each year. 

Major donors for the Building Families capital campaign, which is resulting in the new Institute, include the Ball 
Family, Mabee Foundation, Hall Family Foundation, Sunderland Foundation, Kelly Family Foundation, Regnier 
Family Foundation, Dunn Family Foundation, Garmin International, and the Goppert Foundation. Speakers at the 
groundbreaking ceremony included B. Wayne Sims, President and CEO of KVC Health Systems, Inc.; David Ball, 
President of Ball’s Food Stores and Chair of the KVC Health Systems Board of Directors; Mayor Michael Copeland of 
the City of Olathe, Kan.; and Tim McKee of the Olathe Chamber of Commerce. Learn more at www.kvc.org/institute. 

Two Golf Tournaments Raise 
Record Amount of Funds

KVC Nebraska held its 2nd 
Annual KVC Kids Classic Golf 
Tournament at Thornridge 
Golf Course in Milford, Neb. 
on September 5. Eighteen 
teams participated in raising 
over $12,000 in cash and 

donations for the event. People from local businesses 
and community organizations along with friends and 
family of staff came together to help raise money for 
youth activities at 
KVC’s 2015 Resource 
Family Conference. 

Record funds 
were also raised at 
the National Golf 
Club in Parkville, 
Mo. on August 4, 
representing the 14th 
Annual KVC Kids 
Classic in the Kansas 
City area. Thanks to 
Chairs Susan and Scott Asner, sponsors, golfers and 
volunteers, $87,522 was raised to enrich and enhance 
the lives of children and families that KVC serves. 

Enter the Swing into  
the Holidays Contest

Want to give children hope for the holidays while also 
getting a chance to win a play set? Each year, KVC 
seeks to provide holiday gifts to thousands of children 
in foster care. While you can purchase a gift on a child’s 
wish list (see pg. 9), you can also simply make a cash 
donation and leave the shopping and wrapping to us.

If you’re in the Kansas area (or willing to drive there!), 
make a donation and you’ll be entered to win this 
incredible play set from Leisure Time Products. 

Suggested 
donation is  
$2 for 1 ticket; 
$5 for 3 
tickets; $10 
for 10 tickets, 
and $20 for 
25 tickets.

For tickets, 
contact Jerri 
Williams at 

jjwilliams@kvc.org or (913) 956-5307. You can also 
buy them online at http://kansas.kvc.org. Tickets 
available through November 30. Winner announced on 
December 14, 2014.

Winning Together in Washington, D.C. 

The District of Columbia’s child welfare system has had significant challenges over the last 25 years. While reform 
began a decade ago, progress accelerated rapidly in 2012 under the leadership of Director Brenda Donald. The 
D.C. Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA) and local child-serving community developed and rallied around a 
strategic agenda known as the Four Pillars, a bold offensive to improve outcomes for children, youth and families. 

As part of the Four Pillars drive for better outcomes, CFSA initiated a partnership with KVC to build research-
supported child welfare best practices into the agency’s infrastructure. KVC Executive Vice President Sandra  
Gasca-Gonzalez led the consulting effort. KVC brought best practices that enabled teams to share information 
quickly, think critically and make the best decisions with children and families. Ultimately, CFSA created a culture 
shift with heightened urgency on behalf of children. In two years, the agency:

• Reduced the number of children removed from their homes  
each month by 47%

• Shortened the time children spend in foster care from  
an average of 48-60 months to just 13 months 

• Increased by one-third the number of children staying with relatives 

• Kept more children close to home, increasing the number of children 
supported by a D.C. foster family from an average of 43% to 65%

• Reduced by two-thirds the number of children changing  
foster homes each month

• Trained thousands of staff and caregivers in Trauma Systems 
Therapy to better support children Washington, D.C. children and teens join 

Donald and Gasca-Gonzalez.



Meet the Children Waiting to be Adopted

These children are seeking a forever family through adoption. To learn more, call 888-655-5500 or  
email adoptionspecialist@kvc.org. View more child profiles online at adoption.kvc.org. 

ANGEL (15) 
Angel is an outgoing girl 
who loves to roller-skate, 
dance and play video 
games. She is great at 
cooking and reading, and 
likes to just hang out with 
friends. Angel is a healthy 

eater, as her favorite foods include salad, raw carrots 
and coleslaw. Angel will benefit from a family that can 
be patient yet structured, and supportive of necessary 
services to ensure she meets her full potential. Due to 
past experiences, Angel is continuing to work through 
feelings and learning to cope with difficult emotions. 
She gets along well with adults and is able to express 
her needs and concerns. If Angel could choose 
anything about her forever family, it would be that they 
love her!

CHRISTOPHER (12)
Chris loves to play sports. He 
is proud that he makes good 
grades and works hard at his 
chores. Art and PE are his 
favorite classes. Chris would like 
to become an artist someday. 
He has worked very hard and 
has made great progress in 

managing his emotions. Chris has also made significant 
progress in his interactions with adults. He responds 
well to parenting that is done in a calm, clear way. Chris 
would like a forever family that is active and willing to 
support him at school. 

KENYA (7)
Kenya likes doing puzzles, 
gardening and creating art. She 
enjoys anything she can do to 
create order, like cleaning or 
putting things away. She is working 
on perfecting her basketball skills! 

Kenya is bright and reading well above her grade level. 
She takes her education seriously, and has services 
in place to help her reach her full potential. She can 
be shy when first meeting others and will need time 
to become comfortable with her surroundings. Her 
forever family will need to help her in the transition. 
Kenya’s forever family will need to have high structure 
and supervision and provide her with the nurturing and 
patience she needs to succeed. She would benefit from 
her siblings being older and remaining connected to 
her supportive services. 

DOMINICK (9)
Dominick likes playing games 
on the computer. He likes 
school and loves to learn and 
play independently. Dominick 
shows pride in the things he 
does and is making progress in 
subjects at school. He needs a 

loving and nurturing family that is patient, calm and 
structured. They need to show him consistency along 
with calm directions while making sure he understands 
what is being asked. He does best in a quieter home 
with only one or two children so that he gets the 
attention he needs to feel secure and bonded to the 
family. Dominick needs a family that is familiar with the 
community and educational services available for him.

Make Holidays Bright for  
Children in Foster Care

For thousands of children in foster care, living 
away from home during the holidays can be 
an unsure time. Kids may wonder “will Santa 
find me?” or “will I have gifts to open?”

KVC is reaching out to individuals, families and the business community to 
donate gifts to children this holiday season. Participants who sign up are 
given the option to sponsor one or several children. They receive the child’s  
wish list along with his or her age, then purchase the gifts and drop them 
off at KVC offices. Sign up to provide a gift for a child by contacting Jackie 
Harwig at jharwig@kvc.org. 

United Way Funds KVC Academy to 
Improve Education Outcomes

For the fourth year in a row, KVC Prairie 
Ridge Hospital received funding from the 
United Way of Wyandotte County for the 
KVC Academy. As an accredited on-site 
school, KVC Academy provides learning 
opportunities to youth who reside at KVC 
Prairie Ridge Hospital while receiving 
psychiatric treatment. The specialized 
curriculum allows youth residents to earn 
credits while in treatment, preventing any 

educational regression. The funding helps KVC Academy teach students 
skills which will increase employability, as well as social skills which the 
student can bring back to their home classroom upon leaving KVC Prairie 
Ridge. KVC Academy provides a unique learning environment which 
maximizes learning for each individual student, while providing a safe and 
therapeutic atmosphere for students to continue to grow. The funding 
received from the United Way also helps KVC Academy continue to assist 
children in their educational transition by providing thorough student 
records and reporting to the transition school. 

Thank You for Preparing Children for School

As children headed back to school this fall, they were wearing brand 
new backpacks filled with new crayons, pencils, markers, paper and 
binders. It takes a lot of work to get one child ready for a new school 
year, but it is a community-wide labor of love to get every child KVC 
supports in foster families ready to go back to school. KVC is very 
grateful for the middle school student who used her allowance to buy 
new school supplies; the young adult who was in foster care seven 
years ago who filled four sacks with paper, pencils and crayons; and 
to every individual, family, church, company, Scout Troop and civic 
organization who together made new school supplies a reality for 
more than 5,000 children in foster care.
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KVC Hospitals 
Medical Director 
Receives Honor

Dr. Vishal 
Adma, KVC 
Hospitals’ 
Medical 
Director, 
received an 
honorary 
designation 
by the 
American 
Psychiatric 
Association 
(APA) as a 

Distinguished Fellow in 2014. This 
designation is the highest honor 
made by the APA and is awarded 
to outstanding psychiatrists who 
have made significant contributions 
to the field of psychiatry and 
demonstrated clinical excellence. 
Dr. Adma leads a team of award-
winning and expert physicians to 
provide preeminent psychiatric 
services for children and 
adolescents. KVC’s expert medical 
team includes Dr. Jyotsna Adma, a 
board-certified child psychiatrist; 
board-certified psychiatrists Dr. 
Raghu Reddy and Dr. Emmanuel 
Okeke and Dr. Hibba Haider, a 
board-certified pediatrician. 

Volleyball Tournament Sets Up Funds  
for Children in Foster Care

Spike’s Beach Bar & Grill in Lincoln, Neb. hosted 
the first annual volleyball tournament fundraiser 
for KVC Nebraska on May 31. Seven teams, made 
up of at least six players each, participated in 
the event. It was a fun event that brought people 
together to increase awareness of the need for 
foster families. Participants were from other 
agencies, contractors, foster families, friends and 
family of staff, and other community groups. The 
money raised provided school supplies and other 
needed items for youth in foster care.

Dr. Jyotsna Adma

Dr. Emmanuel Okeke

Dr. Raghu Reddy

Dr. Hibba Haider
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Singapore Learns from KVC’s Journey  
Toward Community-Based Care  

The country of Singapore in Southeast Asia is a sovereign 
city-state with nearly 5.5 million people. Among those 
millions are 1,200 children and adolescents who are in the 
government’s care due to abuse, neglect, abandonment  
or the loss or incarceration of their parents. 

Currently, 70% of these children are placed in congregate 
residential homes such as orphanages, yet research shows 
that children grow better in the context of a family. For that 
reason, Singapore recently turned to KVC to learn how to 
make the transition from congregate care to community-
based care, such as foster families. KVC’s expertise on this 
topic comes from its history in Kansas, where it helped 
reduce the congregate care rate from 30% in 1996 to  
less than 4% today.

KVC Health Systems 
President and CEO  
B. Wayne Sims 
presented at the Singapore Ministry of Social and Family Development’s 
conference, “Expanding Horizons for Children in Care,” held in October 2014. 
More than 500 attendees heard an opening plenary session from Sims on 
KVC’s evolution from congregate care to providing a diverse continuum of 
care. The second plenary session, from KVC’s Kelly McCauley and NYU’s Dr. 
Adam Brown, centered on trauma-informed care for vulnerable children. 
Trauma Systems Therapy (TST) is another focus area for the Ministry, as 
understanding and treating trauma is critical to a child’s long-term wellbeing.

Sims and KVC’s Chief Operations Officer Anne Roberts held break-out 
sessions with Ministry and provider groups throughout the week. McCauley 
and Brown provided direct training in TST over a three-week period. To 
support the culture shift needed to achieve this new vision, Singapore has 
engaged KVC for a 15-month consulting contract aimed at transforming the 
out-of-home care landscape to include family/community-based care and 
specialized treatment services while being outcomes-driven.

Thousands of Kentucky’s Newly Insured Turn to KVC

KVC is at the forefront of healthcare reform in Kentucky. The state has created the nation’s second largest reduction 
in the percentage of uninsured people — from 20.4% to just 11.9%. This increase in access, along with new rules 
about who can provide behavioral healthcare and new funding for teen substance abuse treatment, means that 
thousands of newly insured people in the state are turning to KVC.

One of the greatest benefits is that those struggling with depression, 
anxiety, trauma and substance abuse problems can receive behavioral 
healthcare services from KVC in their own home, rather than traveling to 
a community mental health center.

“We’ve always been the largest in-home service provider in Kentucky,” 
said Elizabeth Croney, President of KVC Kentucky. “For years we have 
demonstrated that our model works with children, and we want to 
expand the model to help adults… Now we can integrate KVC services 
in such a way that our families will experience the important gains that 
come with continuation of care.” Learn more at kentucky.kvc.org/blog.

#NeverStopCaring Initiative Aims to Help Youth  
Aging Out of Foster Care

Nationally, nearly 30,000 young adults age out of 
foster care each year. These youth are victims of abuse 
or neglect who could not be safely reintegrated with 
their birth families and were not adopted. With no 
family or home to turn to, these youth are at high risk 
of becoming homeless, unemployed, incarcerated, 
victimized, unexpectedly pregnant, and on welfare.

KVC has launched the national #NeverStopCaring 
initiative to bring awareness to this national crisis 
and propose one very promising solution: the 
creation of a specialized career college that will 
give these youth the hands-on vocational training 
and other support they need to transition to 
adulthood. A closing naval base in West Virginia 
is the ideal facility for this national model of how 
to help youth aging out of foster care. 

Visit www.kvc.org/sgc to learn more and add your voice of support.

KVC Nebraska Leaders Named Center for  
Juvenile Justice Reform Fellows

Jodie Austin, President of KVC Nebraska, and Theresa 
Goley, Service Area Director for KVC Nebraska, were 
recently selected as new members of the Center for 
Juvenile Justice Reform (CJJR) Fellows Network based 
on the approval of their capstone project. CJJR is a 
program of Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.

The KVC Nebraska team’s capstone project is focused 
on decreasing the number of youth entering detention 
and congregate care settings, as well as maintaining 
or decreasing the youth recidivism rate. The team is 

accomplishing 
this by 
implementing 
KVC’s unique Safe 
& Connected™ model, including a trauma screen and a 
full array of trauma-informed interventions.

“By promoting trauma-informed care, this capstone 
project has great potential to benefit youth served by 
KVC Nebraska,” said Shay Bilchik, Director of CJJR. 
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KVC Hospitals Leaders Present at Suicide Prevention Conference

In September, at the request of the Kansas Youth Suicide Prevention Project, KVC 
Hospitals leaders James Roberson, LMSW; Kim O’Connor-Soule, LSCSW; and Derrick 
Hurst, LMSW, shared innovative practices to reduce suicide in children and teens 
at the annual Kansas Youth Suicide Prevention Conference. The trio presented the 
Emotion Regulation Development Tools, created by KVC, which are designed to expand 
traditional coping strategies to be more preventative, engaging and developmentally 
appropriate. The audience, including educators, first responders, parents, patient 
advocates and other child service providers, received tools that can be integrated 
into their work with children to enhance protective factors that address feelings and 
thoughts of suicide. 

KVC President and CEO B. Wayne Sims presents plenary session  
at Singapore conference.

Singapore’s Lee Kim Hua presents KVC’s  
Kelly McCauley with a gift of appreciation  
after her presentation on childhood trauma.

(L-R) O’Connor-Soule,  
Roberson and Hurst



KVC MISSION: 
To enrich and enhance the lives of children and 
families by providing medical and behavioral 
healthcare, social services and education.

Dear Friends of KVC,

Did you know that more than half of children who enter 
foster care are eventually safely reintegrated with their birth 
families? Our staff members find immense joy in supporting 
parents on their journey to improve themselves and bring 
their children safely back home. 

As you’ll see in our Washington, D.C. cover story (pg. 8), 
we’re helping families reintegrate faster — D.C. children who 
used to average 48-60 months in foster care are now back home after only 
13 months! We’re also helping the country of Singapore reduce its reliance 
on orphanages by moving toward community-based care such as foster 
families (pg. 3). Both of these systemic shifts represent best practices 
which are known to be better for children.

Unfortunately, some children cannot return to their original home because 
it is not safe. Many of these children rely on KVC to match them with an 
adoptive family that will give them the love and care they deserve. Last 
year, we had the privilege of matching 494 children with adoptive families!

Yet the needs remain great. Here are some of the ways we are working  
to find more adoptive families:

• Online Profiles with Video. We recently launched the adoption section 
of our website at http://adoption.kvc.org. You can search profiles of 
children and watch short videos to learn what they want in a family. 

• Social Media. We share videos of children waiting to be adopted on the 
KVC Health Systems and KVC Kansas Facebook pages (as well as the 
YouTube page KVCKids). We rely on you to help us get the word out to 
your circle of influence. Sharing our posts is a simple yet powerful way 
you can advocate for children. 

• Interactive Adoption Center. Our new Institute for  
Practice Improvement and Innovations in Child 
and Family Services, opening in 2015, will 
include an Interactive Adoption Center. This 
home base for adoption innovation will focus 
on developing new ways of using technology 
to match children with families.

Whether a child’s path leads toward reintegration 
or adoption, our goal is to ensure that he/she 
is safe, part of a permanent family and has the 
support needed to experience wellbeing long  
into adulthood. Thank you for the part you  
play in helping KVC achieve this mission.

Sincerely,

B. Wayne Sims 
President and CEO

B. Wayne Sims 
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Young Man Encourages Others to Never Give Up

This story was shared on our website during September, which is Suicide Prevention Month.

Taylor is a young man whose world was shattered 
after his mother was deported and he found out that 
the person he thought was his father was not. He was 
experiencing depression and thoughts of suicide. He 
sought treatment from KVC Prairie Ridge children’s 
psychiatric hospital. 

Caring KVC professionals treated Taylor while he 
was in one of our Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Facilities. Taylor met his treatment goals, learned 
emotional regulation skills and adopted a support 
system. He completed the program with flying colors! 
KVC helped Taylor find a family friend to stay with 
until graduation (which is called a kinship placement 
— someone in his support network). KVC also helped 
Taylor learn skills for independent living.

After he left KVC, Taylor stayed in communication 
with his therapist throughout his senior year. He 
shared his happiness, his accomplishments and his 
struggles. But most importantly, he reached out when 
his depression resurfaced. Taylor used his support 
team throughout his senior year. They offered him 
words of encouragement and provided a listening ear.

In early 2013, Taylor celebrated his 18th birthday. He 
sent a message to this therapist that read, “Today 
is my birthday. I’m finally an adult! I wanted to say 
THANK YOU for all that you did for me while I was at 

my darkest moment. Without 
you as my therapist and my 
biggest supporter, I wouldn’t 
have been able to celebrate  
this day.” 

In May 2013, Taylor graduated 
from high school. Today, Taylor 
attends Johnson County 
Community College majoring in psychology. Taylor’s 
advice to others is:

“Never give up; pain is only temporary.  
KVC helped me look at life in a better perspective.  
I didn’t want to go initially, but I know it bettered  
my life.” He added, “In that moment, things may 
be really hard, but you can come out of it and be 

successful, instead of letting it defeat you.”

Taylor’s story is one of perseverance and success. 
It also shows different teams within KVC working 
together to give him the skills and support needed 
to succeed. Taylor wants his message to help other 
youth in a similar situation.

If you know a child or young adult struggling with 
depression or experiencing thoughts of self-harm, 
contact us at 1-866-KVC-CARES (582-2273).

Kansas City Royals, KCP&L Partner with KVC  
to Support Children in Foster Care

The Kansas City Royals made it 
all the way to game seven of the 
World Series! The 2014 season kept 
us on the edge of our seats and 
the players inspired us. One player 
in particular lent his star power to 
raise awareness of the need for 
foster parents and inspired others 
to help children in need.

This past year, KVC partnered with 
the Royals, KCP&L and pitcher 
James Shields to offer a support 
program for children in foster care 
and their families. During the 2014 
season, Shields hosted 250 children 
and families at five Royals home 
games at Kauffman Stadium. Fans 
in the Big Game James Section got 

to meet Shields before the game, 
received a t-shirt and enjoyed pizza 
during the game.

“This is a cause that is near and 
dear to my heart,” said Shields.  
“My wife and I started working  
with foster children when I was  
with the Rays, and I’m excited  
to continue with the Royals 
and KCP&L. Spending a 
day out at the ballpark is 
a great family activity, and 
I hope this program helps 
bring foster kids and families 
closer together as we try to 
find permanent homes for 
these children.”

Shields also teamed up with 
University of Kansas head coach 
Bill Self to film a public service 
announcement for KVC, educating 
the public about the need for 
foster parents. Fans can catch 
the commercial at YouTube.com/
KVCkids.
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Winning Together in 
Washington, D.C.

Save the Date
Visit www.kvc.org/events for  
details on these events and others.

National Adoption Month
November 2014
Courthouses Nationwide

#GivingTuesday
December 2, 2014
Online at kvc.org

Social Workers Month
January 2015

Child Abuse Prevention Month
April 2015

National Foster Care Month
May 2015

3 Thousands of Kentucky’s 
Newly Insured Turn to KVC 5 Families Connect to Vital 

Support using KVC MyLink 10 #NeverStopCaring About 
Youth in Foster Care

The Gala on Fire
More than 500 people gathered 
at The Gala on Fire 2014, an 
event that benefits children and 
families served by KVC. The 
Gala was held at the Historic 
Firestone Building located in 
Kansas City, Mo. Guests enjoyed 
decadent food and drink, a 
unique auction, performances 
from MoonDrop Circus, artistic 
masterpieces created live by Allan Chow and Rebecca Pashia, and 
danceable music from Atlantic Express.

Lead sponsors for the event included VanBrock, Bank of Blue Valley, 
Garmin, Anthem Media, the Darol Rodrock Foundation, Holmes Murphy, 

IMA and JE Dunn. 
A team of women 
from VanBrock, led 
by owner Bonne Illig, 
chaired the event. 
Thanks to all who 
sponsored, attended, 
donated and made 
The Gala an  
incredible success!

D.C. Child Welfare Director Brenda Donald, student LaToya Cromwell and 
KVC’s Sandra Gasca-Gonzalez. Read about the partnership’s results on pg. 8.


